GSC MEETING Minutes: November 5th, 2007

Attendance: Tony Barnitz, Kim Baxter, Matt Berberich, Megan Cleland, Sophia Cleland, Athena Klutz, Nicholas McBride, Vanessa McMains, Shawn Mullen, Gulcin Pekkurnaz, Christina Saikus, and Roseanne Zhao (12 attendees)

I. General Business

a. Secretary Vanessa McMains will be out of town during the week of the December meeting. Kim Baxter has offered to write up the meeting minutes for that month.

b. 2008 GSC Co-chair nominations are closed. 

i. Megan Cleland, Stephanie Guzik and Athena Klutz will be running for office.

ii. Photos and bios on each nominee will be put online in the next two weeks.

iii. On November 27th from 9-10am at the GPP Open House, you can meet the nominees.

iv. Elections will take place the last 2 weeks of November online via Survey Monkey.

v. Elections will close on November 30th and the new co-chairs will be announced at the December meeting.

c. Nominations for the GSC Secretary and Treasurer will open at the December meeting and elections will take place before the January meeting.

d. Other GSC positions that are open are with the Interview Committee, Symposium Committee and Social Committee.

i. Phil Wang, Kate Callahan, Sophia Cleland and Christina Saikas will be on the Symposium Committee.

ii. An email to the internal GSC list will be sent out to recruit members to the other committees.

e. GSC Retreat.

i. Will be a way to determine where the GSC would like to focus our energy for the future.

ii. The first half of the day the GSC will meet and the GPP will join us for the second half of the day.

iii. GPP offered to get an outside facilitator for the day. 

iv. Tony and TJ will have a sample agenda for the December meeting.

II. Committee Reports

a. Academic Committee 

i. FAES Laboratory Techniques Class: Marieke Mur, Megan Dennis and Kara Lindstrom

1. Class is going well.

2. Macintosh computers may not work with the projector.

ii. Matt Berberich has re-started the Biophysics and Structural Biology Interest      Group. 

1. Group will be a balance between biology and techniques.

2. A speaker will give a 45-minute overview on a technique, followed by 10 to 15 minutes on their research.

3. 2 weeks later, the group will meet to discuss a journal article that uses the technique that was learned in the previous meeting.

4. Each month a new technique will be discussed.

b. Career Development 

i. Pathways: Athena Klutz and Patricia Gonzalez

1.  On November 7th, a project manager from the FDA will speak.

2. A speaker in industry will be rescheduled to come in December.

3. The larger Pathways will a panel of speakers will start in January.

ii. GS3: Roseanne Zhao

1. Have two speakers for November.

2. There will be no meeting in December.

3. There is one speaker for January and more are needed for the rest of the year.

c. Community Service: Cathy Kolf and Kim Baxter

i. They are brainstorming for an event around Christmas. Some ideas include volunteering at the food bank and to donate blood.
d. Trainee Advisory Committee: Patricia Gonzales, Athena Klutz, Gulcin Pekkurnaz 
i. Committee members will send out emails to their listservs to ask for nominations of new committee members for the next year.

e. Public Relations Committee
i. Newsletter- Editor: Vanessa McMains, Asst. Editors: Stephanie Guzik and Cynthia Chang

1. Would like ways to advertise the newsletter.

f. Social Committee: Emmette Hutchison and Sophia Cleland

i. The Halloween Party had 10-15 people and was organized by Emmette.

ii. Holiday party will take place on December 13th at the FAES House. Stephanie Guzik and Jodi Gilman have information on last year’s party.

iii. Hiking and backpacking events were fun. While backpacking, hikers spotted two bears!

iv. Sophia would also like to organize a mountain biking event.
g. Career Symposium

i. Will take place at Natcher on April 9th and will be an all day event.

ii. Peter Fiske will be the keynote speaker.

iii. Committee is in the process of inviting panel members for the career talks.

h. GPP

i. Have been recruiting by advertising in college newspapers and thru the GRE mailings.

ii. Have received 90 applications so far for next year’s incoming class. Deadline is January 1st.

iii. The teaching workshop held by Barbara Houtz filled up quickly.

iv. They are looking to organize a certificate-teaching program in the future.

Meeting minutes were recorded by Vanessa McMains.

