GSC MEETING MINUTES 

February 2008 Meeting (2/4/07) 

Attendance: Tony Barnitz, Kim Baxter, Kathryn Callahan, Megan Cleland, Sophia Cleland, Julien Debbache, Tracy Jill Doty, Stephanie Guzik, Athena Klutz, Nicholas McBride, Kai-Markus Mueller, Marieke Mur, Christina Saikus, Kevin Shenderov, Phil Wang, Shau-Ming Wei, Heather Pressler, Fernanda Amaral, Shawn Mullen (19 attendees). 

I. General Business (20 min) 

1. Secretary: Kim Baxter

2. Treasurer: Stephanie Guzik

i. Collection of $20 season pass. Records will be kept by Treasurer. Renew season pass after 1 yr. 

3. GPP Notes – Ox/Cam interviews begin next week. Poster sessions will be held – please volunteer to present a poster. There is space available in the upcoming Leadership Workshop – email Sharon Milgram tomorrow, Tues 2/5. The GPP is working on getting the lounge cleaned regularly. The lounge screen will be installed soon. 

4. GSC retreat –  Recap:

i. GPP goals - (see Retreat minutes). 

ii. Co-chair / GSC goals - Fundraising (starting with our season’s passes); Increasing participation in GSC; Increasing awareness in NIH community (Vanessa McMains is writing an article for the NIH catalyst); Find a way to present our problems/solutions to each other as well as GPP (Julien is talking to Patty, Caroline about a forum or message board).
iii. T-shirt Design Contest – Athena is getting more information on costs. 

5. GSC Positions which are open – any more volunteers?
i. Pathways – needs a volunteer!
ii. Retreat Committee – July 17 –18, Rocky Gap. Stephanie volunteered.  
iii. SNIG – (filled) Lei Qin will run for first half of 2008, Kara Lindstrom for second half. 
6. New email accounts
i. GSC emails – Megan set up accounts that will not change even as committee members turn over. All can be found on the internal email list, and all are active. 
ii. Bldg Listserves – coming soon. 
II. Committee Reports (30 min) 

1. Academic Committee 

i. FAES Lab Techniques Class: Marieke Mur, Megan Dennis and Kara Lindstrom. Marieke will send out an email or SurveyMonkey to find out if grad students are interested in teaching, and what (a journal club, summer course, or the lab techniques course). The results will be used to help determine what to do in the next year. 

ii. Biophysics and Structural Biology Interest Group: Matt Berberich. TJ reported that there was a good showing at the last NMR discussion and they’ll be covering a journal paper on NMR at the next meeting. 

iii. Systems Neuroscience Interest Group: Kai-Markus Mueller and TJ reported that they have new coordinators for 2008 – see above I.5.iii. 

2. Career Development 

i. Pathways : Nick McBride, Shau-Ming Wei, Michael Gates. Nick reported that the next event is Tues 2/5. The March event, on Biotech-Pharma, was tentatively changed/moved so as not to interfere with the big April career fair. Might cover post-doc fellowship opportunities instead. 

ii. GS3: Roseanne Zhao. Athena reported that there were about 15 people at the last meeting. Next GS3 is Feb. 21 – Speakers: Gayani Weerasinghe and Michael Gates.

3. Community Service – Co-chairs: Cathy Kolf – Kim Baxter. Kim reported that the next service event is Monday Feb 11, packing food boxes at Manna Food Center. We are planning a grad student blood drive in March – haven’t picked a date yet. 

4. Trainee Advisory Committee
i. US formal partnerships chair: Kate Callahan

ii. US individual agreements chair: Christina Saikus

iii. International individual agreements chair: Marieke Mur.

The Trainee Advisory Committee recently had its first meeting with the new members. They discussed creating listservs for the postbacs and postdocs, similar to GRAD-L, and discussed what information would go out over them. They would like to get resources on the website, such as info on moving to the area and finding a mentor; also want to set up an alumni network. Email any of the chairs with ideas or suggestions.  

5. Interview Committee

i. Interview Dates

1. Feb 13, 15 – Ox/Cam. Planning social activities for the evenings of the 12th, 14th. 

2. Feb 20-22 – Brown, Boston, KI, JHU, NYU

3. Feb 27-29 – GU, GWU, UNC, Maryland

ii. Happy Hours – Interviewees will be eating at Guapo’s on the nights of the 20th and 27th and potentially go to Saphire after dinner. On the 21st and 28th, everyone is going out to different restaurants down in D.C., so will likely go to downtown bars (RFD, Cap City Brewing Co). TJ will email people with info.  

6. Public Relations Committee 

i. Newsletter – Co-Editors: Stephanie Guzik, Cynthia Chang. Stephanie will be soliciting everyone for newsletter content. 

ii. Website – Web Mistress: Christina Saikus – in the process of getting access to the website. 

iii. GSX – Moderator: Julien Debbache – 2 new members joined GSX – now have about 100 students in the database. 

iv. FELCOM rep: Phil Wang/Heather Pressler. April: First Annual NIH Career Symposium (co-sponsored by the GSC, FelCom, FAES, and the OITE). Vanessa McMains will write a paragraph for the Symposium’s program on behalf of the GSC.

7. Social Committee – Chairs: Sophia Cleland and Gayani Weerasinghe. Sophia reported that the February plans are ice skating/museum trip, 2/15 or 2/23. In March – trip to National Naval Medical Center for bowling. 

i. FelCom Happy Hour – Feb. 13 – at Blackfinn in Bethesda. 

8. Symposium Committee 
i. Date is Nov. 7 2008. 

ii. The suggestion was made to invite the U.S. House Committee on Science and Technology Chairman Bart Gordon as our keynote speaker. It would also be great to have Dr Zerhouni involved in some way. 
iii. A related suggestion was to invite Jorge Chan, author of PhD comics, to speak at our retreat or some other student event. 
III.  New Business
1. Stephanie raised the idea of starting a credit union account to keep our funds. Look into having 2 account holders, one semi-permanent such as Patty or Caroline. It would probably need to be a fund that we can access quickly/easily. 

2. TJ raised the issue of partnership representatives, which were outlined in the Constitution and should be elected soon. Each group of partnerships (Formal US / Individual US / International) has a certain number of delegates. The Trainee Advisory Committee is in charge of coordinating the representatives, which need to be nominated and elected by the body they represent. Our goal is to communicate with the groups by list-servs, nominate representatives by the March meeting, and vote for representatives by the April meeting. 

TOTAL: 1 hour 15 minutes

