GSC MEETING AGENDA 

March 2008 Meeting (3/3/08) 

Attendance: Tony Barnitz, Kim Baxter, Kathryn Callahan, Megan Cleland, Dan Crooks, Julien Debbache, Tracy Jill Doty, Michael Gates, Jodi Gilman, Stephanie Guzik, Ashley Hardin, Lindsay Hayes, Carly Kiselycznyk, Athena Klutz, Cathy Kolf, Nick McBride, Vanessa McMains, Marieke Mur, Andre Pilon, Arjun Prasad, Phil Ryan, Christina Saikus, Phil Wang, Shau-Ming Wei, Roseanne Zhao, Caroline Duffy (GPP). (26 attendees). 

I. General Business 
1. Secretary: Kim Baxter – no business. 

2. Treasurer: Stephanie Guzik

i. Collection of $20 season pass.

ii. Credit Union bank accounts are complicated so we will continue to use a lockbox for our funds. 

3. GPP Notes – Caroline Duffy. 

i. The Graduation Celebration will be included in the November Symposium and not the spring Research Festival. 

ii. Three visiting Rocky Mtn Lab students need housing April 8,9,10 during career symposium. Talk to Caroline if you can host any of them. 

iii. Help GPP with food planning by being more aware of our food needs at meetings or talks. 

4. T-shirt update – this idea has been put on hold for various reasons.

5. GSC Positions which are open – still need volunteers!
i. Pathways
ii. Retreat Committee – July 17 –18, Rocky Gap
iii. Symposium
6. New email accounts – update NED listing so that building listservs will be accurate and complete. If you would like to be the contact person for the grad students in your building(s), let Megan know. This will be a helpful resource for new students coming this summer, too. 
7. Holiday Party – Sharon had suggested that we invite mentors to our holiday party; that way GPP could help by paying for food. All were in favor of this. 

8. Welcome Party for Betsey Wade, new GPP Deputy Director – March 20, 9:30-11am – details to come. Please come help welcome her into the graduate student community!  

9. Yearly Graduate Student Newsletter – this will be a publication that lists information on graduating students and their theses, and where they’re going after NIH - may be up by September. 

II. Committee Reports 
1. Academic Committee 

i. FAES Lab Techniques Class: Marieke reported that there is interest in teaching a summer course or journal club to post-bacs or summer students. This class might come together by this summer. They will talk with Betsey Wade about opportunities for teaching outside of NIH. 

ii. Biophysics and Structural Biology Interest Group: Matt Berberich (not present).

iii. Systems Neuroscience Interest Group: Kara Lindstrom and Lei Quinn (not present). 

2. Career Development 

i. Pathways: Nick McBride, Shau-Ming Wei, Michael Gates

1. Next Pathways is March 13 – Topic: Post-doc Fellowships. Speakers: Clifton Poodry (NIGMS), Richard Okita (NIGMS), Catherine Croft Swanwick (NIDCD). 

2. Email Athena if you want to have lunch with the speakers!
ii. GS3 : Roseanne Zhao – next GS3 is Thurs March 20. Megan Cleland and Michael Gates will be speaking. Looking for another April speaker, as well as speakers for the following months. GS3 is a great venue to practice your talks! 

3. Community Service – Co-chairs: Cathy Kolf and Kim Baxter. Food packing at Manna on 2/11 was a success. 1st Graduate Student Blood Drive is Weds March 5 at the Clinical Center Blood Bank. 

4. Trainee Advisory Committee – Kate Callahan, Christina Saikus, Marieke Mur

i. Partnership Representatives - We will hold a vote at the April GSC meeting regarding whether or not to have a special election for Partnership Representatives. If approved, the special election will be held at the May GSC meeting. 
5. Interview Committee

i. Interviews went well. Thanks for everyone’s help. 

6. Public Relations Committee 

i. Newsletter – Stephanie Guzik– Stephanie is accepting material for the next newsletter. 

ii. Website – Web Mistress: Christina Saikus – still working on getting access. 

iii. GSX – Moderator: Julien Debbache. There may be a place on the OITE website for a GPP message board, but the wesbite is being re-designed so there’s not a venue for it right now. 

iv. FELCOM rep: Phil Wang – next FELCOM Happy Hour will be back at Tako Grill to celebrate cherry blossom season.  

v. NIH Catalyst: Vanessa McMains wrote an article for the NIH Catalyst to tell the greater NIH community more about the GSC.  She focused on our teaching, our drafting of the Constitution, and the goals we set for the coming year. Look for it in the March/April issue of the NIH Catalyst. 

7. Social Committee – Sophia Cleland, Gayani Weerasinghe (not present). The suggestion was made that we should be sure to have an under-21 venue for Interview Week Happy Hours so as not to exclude any interviewees. 

8. Retreat Committee – Stephanie Guzik. Looking for other volunteers for this committee. The suggestion was made to find a party room at the Rocky Gap hotel for night-time social activities. 

9. Symposium Committee 
i. Date is Nov 14, 2008. Dan Crooks reported that the committee is working on securing opening address and keynote speakers (possibilities include Bruce Alberts, Nancy Wexler, Elias Zerhouni). If possible, we’ll fly them in a day early so they can meet and interact with graduate students. 

III.  New Business
1. Suggestion box will be in Graduate Student Lounge for anonymous suggestions to the GSC co-chairs. 
2. The Career Symposium is April 9 and helpers are needed for the day of the event (for registration, manning various posts, etc). Contact Phil Ryan, Phil Wang, or Vanessa McMains. 
  

TOTAL: 1 hour 

