GSC AGENDA

April 2008 Meeting (4/7/08)

Attendance: Tony Barnitz, Kim Baxter, Matthew Berberich, Kathryn Callahan, Sophia Cleland, Dan Crooks, Julien Debbache, Stephanie Guzik, Athena Klutz, Emma Kurnat-Thoma, Vanessa McMains, Marieke Mur, Ashley Owen, Stephanie Payne, Andre Pilon, Heather Pressler, Christina Saikus, Kate Szarama, Gayani Weerasinghe, Roseanne Zhao, Shawn Mullen, Caroline Duffy, Betsey Wade (23 attendees). 

I. General Business

1. Secretary: Kim Baxter – no business. 

2. Treasurer: Stephanie Guzik


i. Collection of $20 season pass – going well – we now have a fund. 

3. GPP notes: Shawn Mullen, Caroline Duffy, Betsey Wade – no business. 

4. T-shirt update: will be free at the retreat; GPP/GSC design contest – 3-color design; deadline May 1; details to come.  

5. GSC positions which are open:  Pathways

6. Building listservs – too complicated and need restructuring: we’ll have trial lunches as sections of campus to see if it’s worth maintaining building listservs. Gayani Weerasinghe will contact those around Bldg 8/50; Megan Cleland will contact those around Bldg 37/35; Kate Szarama will contact those in Bldg 10 to coordinate lunch. 

7. Career Symposium


i. Write-up for advertisement: use the one that Vanessa McMains wrote for the NIH Catalyst. GPP will print these out as flyers, along with the most recent issue of the GSChronicles. 


ii. Need helpers on the day of the Symposium: stop by the registration desk and ask Shirley how you can help (especially needed around 8am). Gayani needs helpers to walk groups of people to Black Finn for the Happy Hour after the Symposium – sign-up sheet went around. 

8. Vote: Should partnership reps be nominated and elected by the May 2008 meeting? Majority voted Yes. Nominations open till April 15; voting will take place April 15-April 30. 

II. Committee Reports

1. Academic Committee

i. FAES Lab Techniques Class: Marieke Mur reported that the course will be modified to be more interesting to more students. In addition, they will organize a summer course for NIH summer students. Details to come. 

ii. Biophysics and Structural Biology Interest Group: Matt Berberich reported that next month’s meeting will cover Molecular Modeling. 

iii. SNIG: Kara Lindstrom and Lei Qin – not present. 


2. Career Development



i. Pathways: Athena reported that the last Pathways  (joint with FELCOM) went well; another joint one will be held in May. 



ii. GS3: Roseanne reported that the next meeting is next Thursday, and they need a last-minute speaker! Also need speakers beginning in May – contact her.

3. Community Service: Kim Baxter reported that there are two possible activities in the works – DC public school clean-up/renovation on Sat May 3; Manna Food Drive Sun May 18. Details to come. 

4. Trainee Advisory Committee: Kate Callahan reported that Sharon Milgram wants feedback on mentor/mentee relationships. 

5. Interview Committee: Interview recap: Caroline reported that there was good feedback from interviewees – they enjoyed meeting current students; we’ll try to work on emphasizing the partnership aspect of our program in future years. April 15 is national deadline, so we’ll have complete list of accepted students then. 

6. Public Relations Committee:

i. Newsletter – Stephanie Guzik reported that Graduation and Defense announcements will be included in the Newsletter. Any other announcements – contact Stephanie. 

ii. Website – Christina Saikus – no business. 

iii. GSX – Julien Debbache – no business. 

iv. FELCOM rep – Heather Pressler 

a. Two upcoming events: 1) Inside Publishing at Top Journals, May 14, 2pm, Lipsett. 2) Job Talks, June 19, 1pm, Lipsett. Lunch will be offered to grad students before each event. 

b. WALS lunches sign-ups are now on the WALS website ahead of time. 

7. Social Committee – Gayani and Sophia reported that the FELCOM Happy Hour will be this Wednesday after the Career Symposium. We want to increase attendance to Happy Hour and other events, eg Cherry Blossom Festival. We’ll try to increase exposure by adding events to Weekly Compiled. 

8. Symposium Committee – Dan Crooks reported that the Keynote Speaker will be Peter Friedl (cell biologist) and the opening speaker will be Storey Landis (director of NINDS). Date: Nov 14. Graduation ceremony will be a part of the Symposium. 

9. Retreat Committee – Stephanie reported that they had their first meeting; Retreat’s theme will be “Roadmap”. Date: July 17-18. 

III. New Business
1. Gayani raised the question of changing our meeting time to accommodate summer sports leagues’ schedules. We will gauge interest via a survey to see if there’s interest in changing our meeting time to 4 or 4:30pm. 

2. Gretchen Nelson may have a practice thesis defense prior to May 19. More information to come. 

