GSC MEETING Minutes - June 2008 Meeting (6/2/08) 

Attendance: Irene Avila, Kim Baxter, Jeff Blackinton, Vania Cao, Megan Cleland, Julien Debbache, Tracy Jill Doty, Abbi Engel, Ashley Hardin, Sariah Khormaee, Lisa Mielke, Kai-Markus Mueller, Marieke Mur, Andre Pilon, Gayani Weerasinghe, Shau-Ming Wei, Roseanne Zhao, Pavitra Kannan, Khalisa Herman, Guillaume LeBoucher, Caroline Duffy (21 attendees). 
I. General Business 
1. Secretary: Kim Baxter  - the secretary is maintaining a list of the Committees, their members, and their email addresses. Let her know if any committees change. Remember that Estimated Taxes are due Mon June 16. 

2. Treasurer: Stephanie Guzik 

i. Collection of $20 season pass

3. GPP Notes, from Caroline

i. Summer Orientation – 6/16 and 7/1 – grad students could help with lunches 12-1pm and are invited to an Ice Cream Social in the evening, in the Lounge. 

ii. Summer BBQ – to be held in August when all new students are on campus, at FAES house, mentors invited. 

iii. Baseball game – trip into DC to Nationals game with new students – details to come. 

iv. Lounge Cleanliness – the lounge has been better recently although there are concerns about messiness and non-grad students using the space; TJ offered to make a sign to post on the door. 

v. Update on lounge phone – a request has been put in. 

4. T-shirt update – the winning t-shirt design was submitted by Megan. T-shirts will be given out at the retreat. 

5. Bldg listserves 
i. Majority were in favor of asking GPP to populate the listservs and giving students the opportunity to opt out. 
6. Website Picture Discussion and Vote – concerns include individual or group photos of GSC members, accessibility to non-NIH users, and the difficulty of creating and maintaining records. TJ offered to look into accessibility more and will give us an update in the near future. 
II. Committee Reports 
1. Social Committee – Chairs: Sophia Cleland and Gayani Weerasinghe – recent events include bowling at NNMC and a picnic in Rock Creek Park. There is a Happy Hour at Black Finn this Friday. There will be a Breast Cancer Walk/fundraiser this Saturday: email Gayani if interested. Will probably plan another bowling event during orientation for new students. 

2. Academic Committee 

i. FAES Lab Techniques Class: Marieke Mur, Megan Dennis and Kara Lindstrom 

1. Organizing course for summer students – Workshop for the techers of the summer course will be held this Wednesday: How to Discuss A Paper. 

2. Teaching FAES course

ii. Biophysics and Structural Biology Interest Group: Matt Berberich – no news.

iii. Systems Neuroscience Interest Group: Kara Lindstrom and Lei Qin – no news. 

3. Career Development 

i. Pathways : Nick McBride, Shau-Ming Wei, Michael Gates, Sally McMillin

1. June 30 – 9-11 AM: Giving Job Talks, Sharon Milgram

ii. GS3 : Roseanne Zhao  - next meeting 6/19 – Kim Baxter will present. Will try to keep GS3 going through the summer and target new students. 

4. Community Service – Co-chairs: Cathy Kolf and Kim Baxter – Manna Food Drive with Whole Foods was a great success – they received 10,000 lbs of food. Will try to keep up the Blood Drive schedule of approximately every 2 months – look for the next one in mid July. 

5. Trainee Advisory Committee – Kate Callahan, Christina Saikus, Marieke Mur – next meeting is this week.

6. Interview Committee – no news.
7. Public Relations Committee 

i. Newsletter – Co-Editors: Stephanie Guzik and Cynthia Chang – no news. 

ii. Website – Web Mistress: Christina Saikus – no news. 

iii. GSX – Moderator: Julien Debbache – no news. 

iv. FELCOM rep: Heather Pressler – no news. 

8. Symposium Committee – Chairs: Kate Callahan, Dan Crooks, Marieke Mur, Phil Wang, Abbi Engel  - will be looking for post-docs to be poster judges in the next few months. 

i. Date is Nov. 14

ii. Graduation ceremony

9. Retreat Committee – Chairs: Lindsay Hayes, Stephanie Guzik, Stephanie Payne

i. Date is July 17 – 18 - Registration is open!
III.  New Business
1. Thesis talks – GSC and its leaders are working on getting Thesis Seminars established among graduating students – want to build it up as a component of the graduation process that is well-attended by other graduate students. We will work on advertising (getting such events onto the NIH Yellow Sheet, sending announcements to appropriate listservs) and maybe collaborating with the student’s Institute to increase awareness of graduate student work. 
  

