GSC MEETING MINUTES

August Meeting (8/4/08)

ATTENDANCE:  Athena Klutz, Stephanie Guzik, Ashley Owen, Andre Pilon, Susan Shao, Matt Berberich, Irene Avila, Sarali Khormale, Christina Saikus, Lisa Mielke, Lydia Durant, Julien Debbache, Stephanie Payne, Shau-Ming Wei, Dan Crooks, Katherine Szarama, Kate Callahan, Emma Furnat-Thorne, Anthony Blount (19 attendees). 

I. General Business

1. Secretary: Stephanie Guzik, acting secretary – no business. 

2. Treasurer: Stephanie Guzik – collection of $20 season pass and admittance to GPP BBQ ($5). 

3. GPP Notes: Betsey Wade – NIH Summer Student poster day will be this Thursday. Sharon will present on “Writing a Research Proposal” 8/11 at 9AM. Visiting Fellows committee is looking for graduate student representation. GPP BBQ will be held next week, 8/13. Writing seminar will be held continuously next year, along with monthly grammar seminar. FAES is making a committee of fellows including graduate students to determine what to do with their property in and around campus in the future.  

a.  Battery Lane Housing – the topic was brought up by Anthony Blount who had heard about the housing being terminated. GPP explained that the housing is being reconsidered because so few students are actually taking advantage of the offer. Students signing up but not using housing has left GPP in a deficit. This is an ongoing GPP conversation and the GSC will be made aware of all decisions.
4. Retreat Recap – Conversations about retreat were very positive. Survey results will be announced at next month’s meeting. 

II. Committee Reports

1. Social Committee – Stephanie Payne reported that the BBQ will be held 8/13, alcohol will be covered by $5 payment before the party or $7 at the door. Hikes and First Fridays in Dupont will be scheduled soon. 

2. Academic Committee – Kate Callahan reported that the committee is organizing the class syllabus for this year and trying to make it more organized than in the past. They have chosen a good textbook as well.

3. Biophysics Interest Group – Matt Berberich will be planning more meetings next month.

4. Career Development – 

a. Pathways: Shau-Ming Wei reported that the seminar on “Continuing your Education for Free” will be held 8/14 with guests speaking about MD/PhD and MPH programs. Light refreshments will be provided. 
5. Trainee Advisory Committee – Kate Callahan raised concern from the committee that our Constitution is not being enforced and Representatives have missed several meetings. The discussion brought up ideas to make a sign-in sheet or adding representatives to the agenda to give updates on their constituencies. Andre Pilon mentioned that as a rep, he hasn’t been contacted by any of his students with concerns or problems yet.
6. Public Relations Committee – 

a. Newsletter – Send announcements to Stephanie Guzik for mention in the newsletter.
b. Website – Christina Saikus is compiling information for the committee to put onto GSX.
c. GSX – no report.
d. FELCOM – Dan Crooks announced that the Felcom August Happy Hour with GSC will be on 8/20 at Blackfinn 6pm. The September Happy hour will be at Saphire Café on 9/11 at 7:30pm. 

7. Symposium Committee – Kate Callahan and Dan Crooks reported that they are looking into having the Keynote speaker come to interact with the graduate students prior to the Symposium. The agenda and announcements will be sent out in September. Mentor Awards will be organized by co-chairs next month. Information about registration and abstract submission will be in the next newsletter.
III. New business – none. 

