GSC MEETING minutes 

November Meeting (11/03/08) 

Attendance: Kim Baxter, Kate Callahan, Megan Cleland, Dan Crooks, Shawna Graves (by phone), Stephani Guzik, Ashley Hardin, Athena Klutz, Angelo Kolokithas (by phone), Emma Kurnat-Thoma, Guillaume LeBoucher, Sally McMillin, Marieke Mur, Ashley Owen, Stephanie Payne, Andre Pilon, Heather Pressler, Christina Saikus, Phil Wang, Shau-Ming Wei, Betsey Wade (GPP) (21 attendees). 

I. General Business 
1. Introductions of those present.

2. Secretary: Kim Baxter – no news.

3. Treasurer: Stephanie Guzik – update on the state of the treasury.
4. GPP Notes – Betsey Wade – GPP monthly orientation is tomorrow (11/4), 8:30am, Natcher. 
5. Announce Nominations for GSC Co-chairs – Kate Callahan, Kim Baxter, Shau-Ming Wei. Look for an email on ‘how to vote’. 

6. Open nominations for GSC Secretary and Treasurer – email nominations to Megan or Athena GSCcochair@od.nih.gov 

7. Discuss Partnership Reps taking on Recruitment/Orientation Events: decided that Partnership Reps will have lead role in Recruitment/Orientation by default; Rep must find alternate contact person if they do not want to be involved. Official vote will be held at December GSC meeting. 

8. Vote on Partnership Rep Redistribution – We voted that all US Institutional programs will have one rep each; any US Institutional program with >30 students may have two reps if someone volunteers to be the 2nd rep; US Individual programs will have at least three reps and International Individual programs will have at least three reps, but not more than 11 total reps between these two groups. 

9. GSC retreat date – probably Jan. 23 – Natcher. All members of the GSC are expected to attend; committees will provide a review of the year and goals for next year. 

II. Committee Reports 
1. Social Committee – Chairs: Gayani Weerasinghe, Sandra Dunn, Deborah Kwon

i. Halloween Party Recap – holding the joint party with FAES was a success. 

ii. Christmas Party – Dec. 11 at FAES house – will have live music. Suggestions – contact Gayani or Phil Wang. Need help with bartending/kitchen crew/admission at door - please sign-up with Gayani.  

2. Academic Committee 

i. FAES Lab Techniques Class: Marieke Mur, Megan Dennis; Kara Lindstrom; Kate Callahan; Amanda Higley – 11 students in class; going well. 
ii. Biophysics and Structural Biology Interest Group: Matt Berberich – not present. 

iii. Systems Neuroscience Interest Group: Kara Lindstrom and Lei Qin – not present. 

3. Career Development 

i. Pathways: Nick McBride, Shau-Ming Wei, Sally McMillin

1. Nov 13 - Science Policy Lunch (12pm, Lounge) and Seminar (1pm, Lipsett). Will send out an attendance survey to ensure enough food. 

ii. GS3: Matt Berberich
1. Amanda Higley and Wes Beckstead - Nov 20 – refreshments provided. 
4. Community Service – Cathy Kolf and Kim Baxter – next blood drive to be held in late November; next Manna food-packing December 2; looking for a volunteer to help with planning/cooking meal for Children’s Inn families some time this winter. 

5. Trainee Advisory Committee – Kate Callahan, Christina Saikus, Marieke Mur – will meet this week. 

6. Partnership Representatives

i. Nominations for new reps are now open. 

ii. Formal Partnerships: - Kate Szarama, Shau-Ming Wei, Ashley Owen, Gayani Weerasinghe, Sariah Khormaee, Lydia Durant, Andre Pilon, Shawna Graves, Ashley Hardin, Anthony Blount, Emma Kurnat-Thoma, 

iii. International Individual Agreements: Julien Debbache, Guillaume Leboucher, Lisa Mielke, Kai-Markus Mueller, Pamela Ng

iv. US Individual Agreements: Irene Avila, Sandra Dillahunt, Muslima Ali, Amanda Higley, Christina Saikus, Khalisa Herman

7. Public Relations Committee 

i. Newsletter – Co-Editors: Stephanie Guzik and Cynthia Chang – looking for a new assistant editor. 
ii. Website – Web Mistress: Christina Saikus – continuing to update the webpage as well as track down and remove outdated GSC websites. 
iii. GSX – Moderator: Julien Debbache – not present. 

iv. FELCOM rep: Heather Pressler and Dan Crooks – Networking Hour, Weds 11/5, at Blackfinn. 
8. Symposium Committee – Kate Callahan, Dan Crooks, Marieke Mur, Phil Wang, Abbi Engel 
i. Date is Nov. 14 – flyers were passed around – please post in your building. This is a really big event for graduate students on campus, so let’s all get the word out. Email photos for Faces of Science slideshow to Phil Wang. Happy Hour to follow, at Blackfinn.

9. Thesis Committee – Tina Tang, Khalisa Herman, Rui Gao – may have Partnership Directors and Training Directors on the Thesis Committee, as well as graduate students. 

III. New Business 
1. Concerns about the graduate student lounge: (phone usage, projector storage).
2. Discussion of budget/fundraising ideas.
3. Angelo raised the question of videoconferencing between Rocky Mountain Labs and the graduate student lounge. Once the lounge computer has functional internet connection we can use iChat, if the RML students can find a Mac to use. It would be difficult to move to a videoconferencing-capable room since we meet after hours. Till then we’ll continue teleconferencing by speakerphone. 
  
