GSC MEETING MINUTES 

December Meeting (12/08/08) 

ATTENDANCE: Irene Avila, Kim Baxter, Matt Berberich, Kathryn Callahan, Vania Cao, Rebecca Chodroff, Megan Cleland, Dan Crooks, Julien Debbache, Lydia Durant, Ashley Hardin, Tom Johnson, Athena Klutz, Nick McBride, Sara McMillin, Marieke Mur, Christina Saikus, Phil Wang, Micah Webster, Gayani Weerasinghe, Kevin Woolard, Shawn Mullen (GPP). 

I. General Business  

1. Introductions

2. Secretary: Kim Baxter – no news.

3. Treasurer: Stephanie Guzik – no news. 

4. GPP Notes – Shawn Mullen. 

i. OITE Open House Holiday Party – Dec 12, 10:30am

ii. Grad Student roundtable discussion – Dec 10, 12-2pm. *Note: Roundtable will be held in early January – details to come. 

5. Announce new GSC positions: Co-chairs Kate Callahan and Kim Baxter, Secretary Tom Johnson, Treasurer Matt Berberich.

6. Please make sure you are on the current GSC listserv. 

7. Vote on Partnership Reps taking on Recruitment/Orientation Events: majority ruled in favor. 

8. GSC retreat date – Jan. 23 – Natcher, Rm A, 12 – 5 PM

9. Vote on January Meeting Date – Jan 5 or Jan 12 – majority ruled January 5, 5pm. 

II. Committee Reports  

1. Social Committee – Chair: Gayani Weerasinghe – looking for replacement chair!

i. FelCom/GSC Christmas Party – Dec. 11

ii. GSC “Out with the Old/In with the New” Happy Hour– Tues 12/16, 6-9pm, BlackFinn. 

2. Academic Committee 

i. FAES Lab Techniques Class: Marieke Mur, Megan Dennis; Kara Lindstrom; Kate Callahan; Amanda Higley – students pleased with the class; hopefully it will continue. 

ii. Biophysics and Structural Biology Interest Group: Matt Berberich – no news. 

iii. Systems Neuroscience Interest Group: Kara Lindstrom and Lei Qin – no news. 

3. Career Development 

i. Pathways : Nick McBride, Shau-Ming Wei, Sally McMillin

1. Faculty at Undergraduate Universities Lunch (12pm.) and Seminar (1pm.) – Thursday, Dec. 11 – please attend! 
2. Federal Government Jobs Lunch and Seminar – Jan. 15

ii. GS3 : Matt Berberich – next meeting 3rd Thursday in January; looking for speakers!

4. Community Service – Cathy Kolf and Kim Baxter

i. Packing boxes last week was a success. Blood Drive Weds 12/10 – please give blood! Relay for Life will be held in April; see Matt Berberich or the Community Service website for details. 

5. Trainee Advisory Committee – Kate Callahan, Christina Saikus, Marieke Mur. A survey will be sent out to get feedback on the OITE website improvements. 

6. Partnership Representatives 

i. Still looking for International Individual, US Individual reps. Formal partnership rep positions are filled. 
ii. Representatives to the OITE Training Advisory Committee: Emma Kurnat Thoma (formal partnerships), Julien Debbache (International individual partnerships), Sandra Dunn (US individual).
7. Public Relations Committee

i. Newsletter – Co-Editors: Stephanie Guzik and Cynthia Chang – looking for assistant editors. Becca Chodroff and Vania Cao volunteered.

ii. Website – Web Mistress: Christina Saikus – please send photos to update the website.

iii. GSX – Moderator: Julien Debbache – no news. 

iv. FELCOM rep: Heather Pressler and Dan Crooks – look for Project Management career seminar to come in February. SurveyMonkey should not be used to collect personal information. Look for an NIH group on LinkedIn networking website. 

8. Thesis Committee – Tina Tang, Khalisa Herman, Rui Gao – Megan and Athena reported that they are holding a meeting with interested partnership and training directors to see how to get them involved. 

III. New Business – Phil arranged for a discounted grad student rate at the R&W gym on NIH campus. Julien arranged a Science Policy workshop series, which will begin in the new year.
